THE LANGUAGE 



Kashaya is one of seven members of the Pomo family of languages. The 
Pomo family is in turn a member of a larger grouping, the Hokan stock, 
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the constituents of which occupy discontinuous areas from northern Cali- 
fornia to Oaxaca. Mexico. The Porno were never a poUtical entity; the 
term refers only to the family of languages and to those who spoke them. 
They occupied land stretching from just south of Santa Rosa northward 
for about ninety miles and from the coast to Clear Lake, fifty miles 
east. Only the Northeastern Pomo. on the eastern side of the Coast 
Range, were outside this block of land (see Barrett. 1908a. for details). 

Each of the seven languages was given a designation by Barrett 
(1908a) based on the geographical location of its speakers within the 
Pomo area: Southeastern. Eastern, Northeastern, Northern, Central, 
Southern, and Southwestern. The names are simple and unambiguous 
but have given rise to the impression that they refer to mere dialectal 
variants of one Pomo language, whereas the seven are distinct languages 
with a maximum divergence among themselves greater than that within 
modern Germanic. Kashaya, corresponding to Barrett's Southwestern 
Pomo. is the term preferred here because it is what the Indians call 
themselves in EngUsh and it emphasizes the individuality of the language 
and its speakers. 

The language of the older speakers is quite uniform. That of the two 
main informants. Essie Parrish (with progenitors from north of the 
reservation) and Herman James (from Metini to the south), exhibits 
about the maximum divergence, but less than that between the English 
of Chicago and Boston. There is evidence (given in the grammar) 
that a process of adjustment has been proceeding in the last few genera- 
tions among the families who formerly lived in more widely separated 
areas but now live on the reservation, giving this uniform standard. The 
Kashaya. for as long as anyone Uving can remember, have considered 
themselves to be of one language and one group, distinct from all other 
Indians. 
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